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HIGH NITRATE LEVELS WARRANT WATER SOURCE CHANGES
Reno County, Kansas - November 10, 2020 Nitrate levels have risen above allowable limits in Rural Water District 101, which serves the Yoder area. The levels
have consistently tested at 11 mg/L, which exceeds the Kansas and Federal (EPA) maximum contaminant level
(MCL) of 10 mg/L for public water supply systems. Nitrate levels in water resources have increased in many areas
due to applications of inorganic fertilizer and animal manure in agricultural areas.
Reno County received a precautionary public notice for acute nitrate violation from KDHE on Aug. 12. A warning
was then sent to Yoder residents to limit water usage, especially for infants under 6 months. A second notice was
sent on Sept. 3 due to additional testing. A third precautionary public notice sent on Oct. 27 required bottled water
be provided, upon request, to any household with members at increased risk from the nitrates, such as infants,
nursing mothers, pregnant women, and other at-risk customers as identified by a health care provider.
The Reno County Public Works Department contacted Rural Water District 3 to fulfill an emergency water purchase
agreement that was created in 1997. The agreement will allow Rural Water District 101 to purchase District 3's
water at an agreed upon rate. The goal is to have a safe water source for residents by Dec. 1, 2020. Reno County
Public Works Director Don Brittain stated there will be an increased cost for the end user, and that this option is
only a temporary fix.
"We don't know how long we will need to purchase District 3's water, or even why the nitrate levels are reading
higher. It could have been caused by the 2019 floods, so there is a chance the level will go back down eventually,"
Brittain explains.
There is additional work to be done on both districts' sewer lagoons in the near future as well, something that
requires further study and planning. Informational meetings will be scheduled in the communities to discuss options
as well as long-term water/sewer improvement needs.
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